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REPORT OF ADMIRAL SIR WILLIAM PENN TO 
THE NAVAL BOARD, 1655. 

(Manuscript Division, The Historical Society of Pennsylvania.) 

Honored Gent. 

My last of y e 29 th of December sent by the Ship called 
the Merchant of London, w cb we met about 34 Lgs SW 
of y 6 Lizard, bound home, informed yo u what posture 
o r meet was in at that time, only we mistook the Beare 
for y 9 Great Charity w° h vpon springing a Leake, or 
some other disaster, bore vp the night before, the wind 
being much, y 6 Sea great, & it being alsoe very dark 
none of the Ships in our Company could possibly speak 
w th her. Soe j l we remaine ignorant of the cause, wher- 
fore she left vs. Two dayes 1 after finding we lost much 
time in attending some slugish ships of our Company. 
I ordered (by the approbation of Gen" Venables, & M r 
Winslow) the Beare, Sampson, & Adam & Eue to keep 
Company together w th the Lion, & to follow vs soe fast 
as they could, apprehending y e Service might be advan- 
taged by our hasting hither. "We, the Vice Adm", 
Gloucester, Portland, Dover, & ffalmouth, making sayle 
away. But y 6 next day (being 1° January) the Paragon 
springing a Leak in her Larbord bow occasioned the 
loss of some time by obliging vs thence forward to 
occomadate o r selves to w' sayle she was able to beare. 
On y 4 th y 9 Grantham ouertook vs, & informed that 
y* Pellican Priz. - had sprung a Leak about 40 Lgs. 
to y" Westward of Scilly, w ch being surveyed by seuerall 
Captaines of Ships in her Company, it was by them 
thought necessary to take out y° Soldiers, & returne her 
back, w** was accordingly done, and I conceive she 
might fetch some part of Ireland the wind being then 
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Easterly. On y e 10 th we came in sight of the Isle of 
Palma, & drawing noe nigher then what might serve 
to make the place, we stood away. All this while God 
gane vs a very favourable Wind, in soe much y' scarce 
at any time were we necessitated to vary o r Course. 
And from the place we sailed away before the Wind, 
w tb a Constant, and almost a stedy Gale till we arrived 
at this in all w ch time we met w th noe Ship, nor Vessell, 
saue y* by w° h I wrote vnto yo\ On y° 29 th we came 
here, where we found y e Eeare Adm" & his Squadron, 
who came in the day before, alsoe the Marigold, and 
Selby, who were in some howres before them. Only y e 
Marston Moor (whome the Eeare Adm" had sent away 
w th Majo r Gen" Heane, & Capt Butler to put in Exe- 
cution y 6 Instructions they received from his Highnes, 
in Order to this affaire, hoping she would have been 
here some days before any of the rest, w° h he kept in 
Company w th him, could arriue) mist y 6 Island & runn 
to Leeward. But on y e next day being the 30 th she alsoe 
came in. 

The Goodnes of God hath been exceeding great vnto 
vs as well in respect of y* short & faire Passage he 
gaue vs as alsoe the Generall health of both Seamen 
& Souldiers, this, through his mercy is still continued 
vnto vs, beyond all expectation, w oh giues vs great oc- 
casion to praise his Name. Presently after o r arriuall 
we imbarqu'd all Ships, Vessells, & Boats, soe that 
none since y l time hath departed vntill this, w ch is 
pmitted to come w th the Com rs Pacquet to his Hignes. 
We took alsoe course for securing all fforraigne Ships, 
& Vessells y* were found in any Harbour of this Island, 
an accompt wherof, as alsoe of those since come in, & 
seized, yo u haue hereinclosed. By Thursday 1° ffeb- 
ruary all other Ships were come in, saue y e G : Charity, 
Pellican, Little Charity, & y* Crow, of w ch f owre we have 
not heard as yet any tidings. On y e 6 th y e Marston 
Moore, & Selby were dispatcht away to Leeward w th 
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his Highnes's Lres to y* Gouerno" of Montserat, Chris- 
tophers, Meavis, & Antegua, Capt Butler, & Lt Col: 
Holdip, being joyned in Comission w th Capt Blagg, & 
sent away by the Com rs w tt Instructions w* to doe at 
those places, a Copie wherof yo u shall herew th receive. 

Vnderstanding y* there was on bord two Merchant 
Ships of London, (vizt) the Advice, & y e John, some 
Beefe & Porke sent hither for Sale by ye Victuallers 
of y* Navy I ordered a survey therof & finding a small 
parcell of it may be eatable I intend to take it vp for 
a suply of fflesh for o r New Levyes I have alsoe ordered 
some judicious & vnconcerned Comand rs of Merchant 
Ships to survey & appraize all y* fforraigne Ships, & 
Vessells w th their appurtenances, Coppies of w° h ap- 
praizm 18 as alsoe of the Inventories of y 8 respectiue 
Ships, & y* Skippers Examinations are herewith sent 
yo u . 

Cent. I know yo u haue alwaies before yo u o r Con- 
dicon as to Victualls, & yo u know y e want therof hath 
occasioned the loss of many a man, & y" miscarriage 
of many an Vndertaking in these Western Parts, w ch 
God in his Mercy, & yo", in yo r prudence I hope will 
p r vent in this. The state of o r Victualling (so far as 
I can judg) is truely laid downe in y 9 inclosed aceompt, 
wherein yo tt will see how much the Victuall™ haue ouer- 
charged seuerall Ships, & how in the oatmeale, Pease, 
& Bice w oh is furnished in Liew of ffish they are short 
aboue 200" in the mower y* is in Liew of fflesh aboue 
1800" sterl: much of o r dry Prouisions (especially 
bread) is greatly p'judiced by the wet, & by the damp- 
nes of y 6 Ships Houlds, where much was stowed away 
in Bags, v° Bread Boomes being full, others haue been 
Leaky in their Bread-roomes, wherby great quantities 
haue been spoiled, & vtterly made vnfit to be eaten. 
Of this o r want will soon be very great, vnles yo r sup- 
plyes be very large, & speedy. The number of Eaters 
doth & will encrease daylie, & this nor any of y* Lee- 
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ward Islands being able to supply vs at all, w* we baue 
will not last long, & we cannot rationally expect any 
recruits but from Old & New England & w* quantity 
of wheat this last can spare, I cannot say, but this will 
be found a trueth, y* were they kept constantly a bak- 
ing (besides their owne occasions of bread) they cannot 
possibly be able to supply the eight part of w* this 
ffleet, & Army will call for. And I find it will be very 
difficult to bring y 8 men to short allowance of Victualls, 
vnless they be paid y e rest of it in ready money (w** 
o r Stock will not hold long to doe) & y* alsoe where 
they may buy refreshm* 8 therewith. As for y e things 
w° h I apprehend very needfull to be speedily sent, as a 
supply to the ffleet, in reference to Boatswaynes, Gunn™, 
& Carpent™ Stores they are in an inclosed noate 
& I shall y* rather desire it may be minded for y* the 
Land forces haue noe other way of supply but from 
vs & indeed o r Stores are very much exhausted, by 
triming, & fitting vp these rotten Prizes to make them 
serviceable for transportation of o r new Leavyes whose 
Number besides 2 Troops of Horse, I suppose, are 
aboue 3000 more then 1400 wherof, we shalbe necessi- 
tated to receiue into o r ffleet, y* Prizes being for y 9 
most part very small, & but of one deck, are very vnfit 
for such Service. Our Sayles we find to Eott very 
much by the D in these parts, w " calls for a timely 
supply. The Swiftsure hath two Main courses, one 
wherof hath belonged vnto her aboue these 4 yeares & 
is almost vnserviceable, y e other is soe far from being 
new, y' we have been forced to strengthen it, by band- 
ing since o r coming from Portsmouth, my desire ther- 
fore is, y* a new one may be sent by the first convey- 
ance. 

And as for Cask, w l w 01 triming vp all sorts for y* 
Prizes, & for o r owne Ships, y* Store of Iron hoops 
laid in, is well nigh all spent, soe y* I must be an 
earnest suitor to yo u for a large supply by the first, 
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(y e Leeward p ta affording none that I can hear of, either 
wood, or Iron) that through y" want therof we be not 
streightned, & rendred incapable of taking in such 
quantities of Liquor, as may be proportionable to y* 
time, & number o r business shall require by w° h defect 
alone, a hoop full design© may be made abortiue. 

The occasion of o r stay here hath been for y* want 
of Armes, y" Ships wherein they are, hauing not 
reached vs, & those we were promised to be furnished 
w th here, were all disposed of before o r arriuall, soe 
y l notw^standing all meanes haue been used both to 
buy, & borrow here, till o rs should arriue, we haue not 
been able to excuse aboue 1500, & those too, but very 
lately, in hopes therby to be rid of vs, & many of y 9 
Souldiers y* we brought over w tt vs, had noe Musquetts, 
& of those they had, few (as y 6 Colonels affirme) are 
serviceable, but w th this supply from y° Island™ we are 
resolued not to stay for those Ships but on y e 24 th in- 
stant to set Sayle, & cast o r selues vpon y e Prouidence 
of God for the rest. 

We have listed a compleat Eegim* consisting of about 
1200 lusty Seamen Commanded by their owne officers, 
& exercized almost euery day on y* Shoare they are 
very free & resolute for Land Service when there shalbe 
occasion for it. 

We cannot as yet, heare any certaine relation of y* 
Spaniards strenght by Sea in these parts, but one who 
about 6 weeks since came from an Island to Leeward 
possesst by the Netherland™ called Curacas neer Corro 
vpon y" Maine did report y* he hath an Armado at y e 
Havana, but could say little to y* strength therof. 

Gent I think it my duty to communicate vnto yo u y e 
discouragem* y* officers & Seamen ly vnd r by reason 
of y 8 surplusage of Prize Money vndivided, w ch they 
look vpon, as their reall due, concerning w° h I have 
endeavoured to satisfie them by taking on my selfe a 
good share of the blame, for not stirring in it more in 
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season, & telling them y* I doubted not, but that they 
should receive full satisfaccon therein. This hath be- 
gat two seuerall adresses vnto me by way of Peticon 
from divers Comand rs of y* ffleet, in behalfe of them 
selues, & Seamen, wherein they desire to vnderstand 
w l they may rely vpon for their Shares of w l shalbe 
taken in these Seas. My answear to them was, y* 
though I could not give them any absolute answeare 
herein, yet I belieued a speedy declaration would giue 
them satisfaccon in it. I p r sumed alsoe to tell them 
(finding it was but convenient) y* they might rest as.- 
sured his Highnes would not afford them less in this, 
then they had in y e Dutch Warrs to w ch I receiued noe 
reply saue y* they apprehended y* work of y* p r sent 
Service harder & more vncomfortable then y* of the 
other was. another part of the Petition was concerning 
the care y* should be taken for y e maimed, & y 8 Relacons 
of y* slaine in the Service. To w ch I gaue them assur- 
ance of the same care y l was taken during the War w* 11 
y e Dutch. I beseech yo u make me capable of y r next to 
giue them satisfaccon in these particul rs , the Service 
being much concerned in yo r incouragm* of those y l 
are here, that others therby may be y" sooner invited 
to ingage in the same, for doubtless the hard Ships 
they are like to encounter, will not be small, & y* Prizes 
(I suppose) not of soe great concernm* as some doe 
imagine. In one thing I shall make bold to giue yo u 
my advice, w° h is y* when yo" shall send my Ships to 
o r releife, or otherwise, they may be such as carry their 
Gunns of a very good heighth, for y e Seas in these parts 
run constantly so high, y* I feare very few of these men 
of War wilbe able to carry out their lower Tyres when 
occasion may be therof, (w° h fault I hope wilbe mended 
in y e second rate Ships now in building) And as for 
Dutch Ships we haue too many in those, we brought 
out of England, & shalbe sending them home soe fast 
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as occasion shall require. I haue not further to trouble 
yo u at this time but remaine. Gent. 

Gent I wanted roome to tell yo u y* it would very 
much conduce to the advantage of the service, y* twenty 
Shallops (somewhat larger and more flat bottomd then 
those we haue) be sent in quarters vnto vs, with Masts, 
Sayles, & what else belongeth vnto them, and a Small 
gun for the head of each. And to giue yo u my opinion, 
that the State will Loose very much during o r work, 
for want of more 5 th rate ffriggots, they being the most 
convenient & vseful in regard of their nimblenesse 
vnder Sayle rowing if occasion serve, & their force 
withall. Those that are Lesse, may be in too much 
danger. 

Gent 

Yo r humble servant 

Wm. Penn. 
ffrom on bord the Swiftsure 
in Carlisle Bay. Barbadas. this 
17 th March. 1655. 



